
6th Grade Social Studies 
 

Course Description: In sixth grade, students are ready to deepen their understanding of the 
Earth and its peoples through the study of history, geography, politics, culture, and economic 
systems.   Sixth grade social studies focuses on ancient cultures.  Students begin their 
examination of the world by exploring the location of the world’s major regions.  This 
exploration is then followed by looking at world history from its beginnings.   Students are 
given an opportunity to study a few ancient civilizations deeply.  They develop higher levels of 
critical thinking by considering why civilizations developed, where/when they developed, and 
why they declined.   Students analyze the interactions among the various cultures, their 
contributions to society, and the link between modern and ancient worlds. 
 

 
 

Learning Targets 
 
Domain:  Relationship of People and Groups 
Priority Standard: SS.BH2.a.m  Summarize the role culture plays in personal and group 
behavior.  

● The students will compare social classes, vocations, and gender roles within 
ancient civilizations. 

● The student will determine similarities and differences between the rise of 
civilizations. 

Priority Standard:  SS.BH2.a.m Categorize factors that contribute to cooperation and conflict 
among peoples of a country and/or the world (i.e., culture, language, religion, political beliefs).  

● .The student will explore the importance of religion in the cultural expression of 
ancient civilizations (e.g. customs, artistic expression, creation stories, 
architecture of sacred spaces). 

● The student will identify key tenets of the major world religions (i.e. 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Judaism). 

● The student will analyze how religious ideas influence current issues. 

 
Domain:  Economic Indicators  
SS.Econ4.c.m Analyze the impact of different government policies (e.g., taxation and 
government spending) on the economy. 

● The student will understand the role of government in ancient economies. 
 
Priority Standard:  SS.Econ2.a.m Analyze the role of consumers and producers in product 
markets. 

● The student will understand that record-keeping was developed through 
commerce. 



Priority Standard:  SS.Econ3.b.m  Differentiate between the functions of money (i.e., medium 
of exchange, store of value, unit of account). 

● The student will understand that trade/bartering affects culture and developed 
because of surpluses and led to the creation of currency. 

 
 
Domain:  Human Environment Interaction 
Priority Standard:  SS.BH4.a.m Differentiate between intended and unintended consequences 
of various forms of technology and how they may affect societies and cultures. 

● The students will identify innovations in manmade structures over time (e.g. 
irrigation, roads, building materials) and their influence on meeting needs. 

● The students will examine the evolution and importance of writing. 
● The student will understand that technology and ideas from ancient civilizations 

impacted world history. 
● The student will understand that the environment affected people and people 

have affected the environment in the past.  
 
Domain:  Geography 
Priority Standard:  SS.Geog1.a.m Use paper and digital maps to ask and answer geographic 
questions (e.g., Where are there patterns? Why there? So what?). 

● The student will identify the major physical features in regions where ancient 
civilizations flourished. 

 
Priority Standard:  SS.Geog2.a.m Analyze why populations increase or decrease in various 
regions throughout the world. 

● The student will locate geographic factors which stimulate the movement of 
goods, people & ideas.  

 
Priority Standard:  SS.Geog3.a.m Analyze the relationship between the distribution of 
resources and patterns of human settlement within states, countries, and regions of the world 
now and in the past. 

● The student will use maps of ancient civilizations to make inferences about the 
effects of physical geography on cultural development and success and 
decline.  

 
Domain:  Historical Context 
Priority Standard:  SS.Hist3.a.m Compare events from United States or world history to a 
current issue or event. 
 

● The student will analyze multiple causal factors that shape major events in 
ancient history. 



● The student will analyze how cultures and cultural groups in ancient 
civilizations contributed to world history.  

 
Domain:  Political Participation 
Priority Standard:  SS.PS2.b.m Synthesize the cultural structures, types of government, and 
economic systems to explain differing concepts of citizenship (e.g., Confucianism, 
dictatorship, theocracy, republic, democracy). 

● The student will identify forms of government within ancient civilizations. 
● The student will compare the forms of government to existing systems of 

governance in today's world. 

 

 
 
 

These standards and learning targets will be reported at the end of each grading period.  If you 
have questions regarding any standards or learning targets, please contact the building 
principal. 

 


